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On the California sea a villa with a Mediterranean �avor

by  E l i s a  M e n c a r e l l i June 14,  2021

Overlooking  the  Newpo rt  co as t ,  a  clas s ic  I tal ian  v illa  g racefully  incorporate s  handcrafted

detail s  and furni shings  wi th  an  au then tic  f l avo r .  I t  i s  the  br ill iant  re sul t  o f  the  pas s ion  of

the  de s igne r  Ohara  Dav ie s -Gaetano .

« Mine i s  an authentic  s tyle  .  C  always  erco  to  g ive  l i fe  to  the  interiors  with  no  t ime related  to  the

his tory  and art ,  making them l ive  and welcoming .  Each of  my works  retains  a  double  soul ,  between   the

fascinating  and the  functional .   I  always  create  connect ions  between man,  architec ture  and the
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landscape  »  .  This  i s  the  concept  that  guided the  des igner  Ohara  Davies -Gaetano in  the  des ign of  this

majest ic  vil la  on the Newport  Coast ,  California  .       

"  It  i s  an architec ture  classic  reminiscent  of  the  I tal ian s tyle"    -  continues  the  des igner,  "  full  of

detail s  ancient  as  moldings  in  wood and plaster  s culpted,  in  fact  I  have  worked clo sely  with  the  be s t

craftsmen  o f  the  area"  .       

While  maintaining  coherence  with  the  c lass ic i sm of  the  house ,  Ohara  Davies  has  ind ul ged the  young

spir i t  of  the  customers ,  «they  are  social  people  looking  for  a  l iving  home,  not  an heirloom they  can' t

touch.  However,  the  personalit ie s  and individual  needs  of  the  owners  had to  be  balanced with  the

demands  of  the  Newport  Coast  community .  Here  the  re s idences  must  have  a  certain mass ive  aes thet ic ,

without  too  many modern detail s  »  .   

To meet  this  need,  Ohara  Davies  a lternated thick-framed Ita l ian-made windows with  large  windows

and s l immer  stee l - framed doors .  These   make  the  most  of  the  pos i t ion of  the  house  which,  s i tuated on

a  hi l l ,  boasts  a  panoramic  v iew on three  s ides .

http://odg-interiors.com/
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For  the  inter ior  i t  has  been chosen a    pa lette   very  natural  :  the  wal l s  white  hot  a l low   the    l ight

Cal i fornian to  g ive  the  l ight  of  the  surfaces ,  creat ing  strong contrasts   with  the  f loors  dark  and   the

doors  in  s tee l    and    bronze  .  «  I  tr ied  to  work  within the  confines  of  the  I tal ian architec tural  s tyle»  ,

continues  the  des igner.  So  to  respect  the  history  of  the  house ,  Ohara Davieshe avoided modern sofas

and over ly  contemporary  f urnishings ,  choosing  tradit ional  pieces  but  with  l ight  and c lean shades .  For

example ,  in  the  l iv ing  room,  two starry  mirrors  are  framed in  niches ,  whi le  a  g lass  chandel ier  crowns

the  kitchen corner.

"  The interiors  are  cared for    with  piece s  that  evoke  a  feel ing  no  t ime .  To  add depth,    I  incorporated

sculpted  and arti s t ic  furnishings  that  give  a  s ense  of  fre shnes s  to  the  home.  An underlying  theme was

making sure  there  were  glamorous  yet  understated  detail s .   I  have  entrusted  to  t exture  layered and

material s  overlapped,  which,  although subtle ,  play  with  the  movement  of  l ight  and  give  character  to

the    interior  of  every  room.  I  didn't  want  to  f launt  too  much perfec t ion,  because  l i fe  i sn ' t  l ike  that!  ”

Ohara   continues    .
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O utside ,  the  des igner  has  taken care  of  the  spaces  in  such a  way that  they  are  in  dia logue  with  the

inter ior.  “  I  try  to  mix  piece s  from different  manufacturers  and make  the  outdoor  space  look  l ike  an

extension of  the  house ,”  he  notes ,  adding that  the  dining  f urniture  i s  reminiscent  of  what  you would

f ind in  a  l iv ing  room.

And,  just  l ike  a  c lass ic  I ta l ian  v i l la ,  the  house  has  evolved over  t ime,  rediscover ing  i t s  own aesthet ic

and personal i ty.  "  True  authentic i ty  must  reveal  i t s elf  over  t ime,  as  a  natural  re sponse  to  changing

environments  and eras , "    concl udes  Ohara  Davies  .
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